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INTRODUCTION: 


#353 HE Deſign of the enſuing Treatiſe is to 
T ſrew the Right Proteſtant Diſſenters have 
4 0 h upon many Accounts to Preferments un- 
, der a Government they are undoubted- 
ly faithful to, and capable of oP | 

I cannot but expect that the Tories will be very 
angry to hear Difſenters pretend any Claim to the Re- 
covery of their Native Rights, arid with their uſual 
Fierceneſs will remonſtrate againſt the Succeſs of it; 
by repreſenting themſelves too conſiderable a Body 
of Men to be diſobliged, by having the Power of Per: 
ſecution wreſted our of their Hands; tho' neither 
they nor any other Men can ever prove a Right to 
ir, either from Religion or Reaſon. EY 

But whether that turbulent Party can be more 
diſaffected to the preſent Government than they are 
already, is much a Queſtion ; and If they are diſobli- 
ged, what have they not done to deſerve it ? Are 

nor tlieir Principles ſubverſive of the preſent Conſti- 
tution? Have not their Practices been agreeable to 
their Principles, in all their Approaches to Popery 
and Slavery, eſpecially in the late Rebellion? Are 
they nor the only uneaſy Perſons in the Land, who 
prerend ro be Proteſtants > Was it nor they who in- 
cenſed the Populace by unſufferable Reflections on 
the Adminiſtration under the beſt of Kings, and when 
they had work'd em up into a Diſpoſition for Re- 
bellion, drew in the Papiſts, who without Aſ- 
ſurances of Tory Aſſiſtance durſt not have ſtirr d? 

And are ſuch Peſts of Society as theſe fit to be em- 
ploy'd by a Government, whoſe Ruin they meditate? 
Is their formidable Number any Argument in their 
Favour? By no means, but rather pleads againſt 
em, that the Government ſhou'd employ the united 
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Strength of all its Friends to prevent any Inconveni- 
ence from that numerous Faction. 5 
But ſuppofing the Tories to be ſo numerous as 
they 4 themſelves; yet were all who are in- 
violably atrach'd to rhe Proteſtant Succeſſion, equal- 
ly entitled to the Royal Favour, not only the open 
Enemies of King GEORGE, bur his ſecret ones 
roo, who lurk under the Ambuſcade of Perjury, 
would for ever deſpair of decoying us into the Bon- 


dage of Rome. 
As for the Clamour of the Church's Danger, I know 


none are ſo forward in promoting it, as they who 


have been in Arms againſt her, and their Abettors. 
Whereas the honeſt Diſſenters are rendered inca- 


te of Places; all that they defire is, that that 


ark of Diſgrace may be legally removed, if the 
Wiſdom of the Nation thinks it may be for the 
Publick Good, and the Support of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, which has ſo many Enemies at Home 
and Abroad. 5 

In this Diſcoutſe I would not exclude any Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters, who are loyal to the Government, 
from putting in their Claim to the Favours of it; 
they have long been the diſtreſſed Party, and have 
loſt many of their valuable Privileges for no Guilt 
but that of a Good Conſcience; and ſurely the Lo- 
ſers may have leave to ſpeak at leaſt, and humbly to 
ſolicite the Reſtitution of their invaded Rights. 
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 1oſtantes of Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſbd 


Reli of prefer d in moſt Nations. 


| bliQ' d —— have been pre- 
90 | fer'd to Places of Honour and 
505 Truſt under the moſt famous 
Ip | Governments in the World, will 
STS Si appear from the following In- 

| ſtances, where nothing elſe was 
required in them who were em- 


ö hay d, than — ro the State and an Ability to 


ſerve it. 


I. Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſh d Religion were 
prefer d under the Egyptian Government. 


1. Joſeph, who was a thorough pac'd Diſſenter 


from the Religion of Eibe, v was prefer d by Pharaob 
to 
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to be the chief Governour of his Kingdom, and by 


his ptudent Conduct preſerv'd both the Egyptian 
State and Church, which no doubt was thought in 


Danger by ſuch « Preferment. 


2. When Jacob and his Children came into Egypt, 
the King order d the active Men amongſt them to 
be Rulers over his Cattle. | 

Nay the whole Body of Difſenters were then pre- 


fer d by Pharaoh ro a Settlement in Goſben, and to 


all the Immunities of the Egyptians; which Privi- 
leges "2s enjoy d, till a Prieſt-ridden Tyrant ſuc- 
ceeded. 


II. Inſtances of Difſenters prefer'd in the Babylo- 


niſh or Aſſyrian Empire. 


1. Gedaliah, a believing Few, was entruſted by a 
Pagan Conqueror, with the Government over the 
Remnant in Judea, 2 Kings 25. 22. 

- Neither could the King of Babylon have better 
ſecured the Conqueſt he had made, than by prefer- 
ing ſuch a Perſon, tho of a different Perſuaſion 


from himſelf. 


2. Daniel, e ee Diſſenter, who wou'd not' fo 
much as occaſionally conform ro the Babyloniſh 
Worſhip, was advanc'd by Nebuchadnezzar to be 

prime Miniſter of State; nay the chief Offices of 
the Kingdoth were confer'd upon him, being made 
Lord Treaſurer, Lord Privy Seal, Lord Preſident,of 
the Council, (for he fat in the Gate) Lord iche. 
nant of the whole Province of Babylon, and Chan- 
cellor of the Univerfiry ; for he was chief of the Go- 


 wernours of all the wiſe Men of Babylon, Dan. 1. 8--48. 
Dan. 2.48, 49. Dan. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5- Tho Danie! 


was a Foreigner and Native of a conquer'd King- 
dom, as well as a Diſſenter from the Eſtabliſh'd Re- 
ligion, yet the King conſulting the publick Welfare, 

refer d him according to his great Ability and 
Faithfulneſs, without any fegard to the Clamour of 
the Prieſts, chat the Church was in Danger. | 


2. His 


„ 


ployed. 


(7) 
2. His three diſſenting Companions, Hamaniab, 
Miſhacl, and Azariah, were made his Deputy Lieue 


| _” by Nebuchadnezzar, and preſided over the Af- 


airs of the Province, and attended his Majeſty in 
his Council-Chamber, Dan. 1. 19. Dan. 2. 49. 
This Preferment of Diſſenters gave very great 
Diſguſt to the conforming A rians, who procured 
two Acts of Uniformity; the former under Nebu- 
chadneʒ ar, for the Breach of which the three Depu- 
ty Lieutenants were thrown into the fiery Furnace ; 
the latter under Darius, whereby Daniel was thrown 
into the Lion's Den; but the firſt was repeal d for 
its Unreaſonableneſs, and the latter diſſolved ir ſelf ; 
whereupon theſe Nonconformiſts were again em- 


N. B. The Decrees of the Eaſtern Monarchs were 
held leſs repealable than the Britiſh Statutes are now 


ailow'd to be. 


III. The Perſian Empire furniſhes us alſo with 


Inſtances of Diſſenters being prefered to con- 
fiderable Peſts. Ws a: 


1. Thus Cyrus King of Perſia, and a Pagan, pro- 
moted the foremention'd Daniel, a diflentin Gap. 
tive, to Places of the higheſt Truſt and er 
Dae. 6. 238. | | 

2. The ſame Cyrus made Sheſhbazger, a Jewiſh 
Prince and Profeſſor of the rrue Religion, Gover- 
nour of Fudea. 
3. Artaxerxes, the Perſian Emperor, did not only 
make Ezra, (tho a Nonconformiſt to the Perſian Re- 
ligion) Governour of Judea, but alſo empower'd 
him ro chuſe ſubordinate Governours, of the ſame 
Sentiments with himſelf, Ezra 7. N 

4. Nehemiab, another Diſſenter, was likewiſe pre- 
fer d by rhe ſame Emperor, firſt to be his Cup- 
bearer, and then Governour of Fudea. 

3. Abaſuerus made Mordecas, a Jewiſh Noncon- 
formiſt, prime Miniſter of Stare, in the room of 

. Haman, 
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Hamman, a Perſian Conformiſt, who had plotted the 


Ruin of the King's diſſenting Subjects. 
6. Eſther, the Niece of Mordecai, of the Tribe of 


Benjamin, was advanc'd to the Throne of Perſia, not- 


withſtanding the Difference of her Religion. 


Nay more, his Perſian Majeſty, tho a Heathen, 


not only granted his Nonconforming Subjects, rhe 
Jews, Liberty of Conſcience, bur alſo contributed 
to the Rebuilding of their Temple, which had been 
demoliſn'd by prophane Hands. 


IV. Diffenters were not thought unqualify'd 10 
ſerve the Government under the Grecian Em- 


pire, - in its entire and divided State. 


1. Alexander the Great, when he had conquer'd 
Wet Afia, did not only permit the Fews their own 


way of Worſhip, bur prefer'd ſeveral of 'em in his 


Army, where alſo they were allow'd the free Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion. Foſeph. Antiq. lib. 11. 

He ſettled a Colony of theſe Fews, tho Noncon- 
formiſts, at Alexandria in Egypt, and ſet em on the 
ſame Foot with his Alexandrian Subjects. Contra. 
Ap. lib. 2. 


Nay, farther, as a Reward of their Fidelity, he 


gave em the Country of Samaria, and exempted 
them from Tribute. id. | 
2.. Seleucus, firnam'd Nicanor, not only granted re- 
ligious Liberty to the Fews of Antioch ; but alſo in- 
veſted them in all the Liberties and Privileges of that 
_ Foſeph. Antiq. lib. 12. cap. 3. G contra Ap. 
1 
The Jews alſo of Epheſus and Ionia, tho Diſſenters, 
enjoy'd the ſame Immuniries the reſt of the Citizens 
had. Ibid. | | | 
. 3. Prolcmæus Lagus, in Defence of Egypt, employ d 
Jews in his Army, put the ſtrong Holds of that King- 


dom into their Hands, ſent em to Lybia, to take 


and keep Poſſeſſion of it for him. Contra Ap. l. 2. 
4. Prolomy Philometer committed the Government 
of his whole Kingdom to the Fews, tho — 
an 
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g and in particular On;as and Doſitheas, two Noneon: 
Fformiſt Generals of his Army, by whoſe Conduct 
Alexandria was preſerv d. Ibid. | 


Theſe Princes counted Fidelity and Valout to bs 


the principal Qualifications to recommend a Subject 
to the Service of his Sovereign; tho many of theſe 
difſſented from the Religion of the Country, yet 
they were advancd to beneficial and honourable Sta- 


tions, for their firm Adherence to the Governmènt 
they lived under. 


V. The Romans, who were reckon'd a palltick 


and refin d People, prefer d Men according to 
their perſonal Merit, and not as they were ad- 
dicted to this or that Religion. 


1. The Roman Pagan Emperors prefer'd jewilli 


and Chriſtian Diſſenters. 


2. The Roman Chriſtian Emperors prefer d Pa- 


gn . „ 
1. The Roman Pagan Emperors ſcrupled not to promote 


; Fewiſh and Chriſtian Diſſenters to Civil and Military 


g Offices. 


1. At Alexandria, the diſſenting Jews were em- 


| ploy'd by the Romans in very great Truſts, as in the 
Adminiſtration of rhe Granary, and Cuſtody of the 
River; and had Liberty of Conſcience allowed them, 


with a Confirmation of all the Privileges granted 
them by other Kings. Foſeph. Antig. S. contra Ap. 


2. Hered the Grear, and his Deſcendants, who 


| profeſt the Jewiſh Religion, „ were advanc'd by 


the Romans to the Tetrarchic 


of the Italian Band, Acts 10. 


2 


NM. Aurelius Antoninus, a Pagan Emperor, who, in 
| | | B 


and Regal Dignities. 
3. The Roman Centurion, mEntion'd by Sr, Luke, 


| tho 8 to the Jewiſh Religion, and a Diſſen- 
ter If 
tain's Commiſſion in the Roman Army, Luke 7. 


om the Pagan, yer was honour'd with a Cap- 
4. Cornelius, a devout Diffenter, was Centurion 


z. We read of a Chriſtian Legion in the Army of 
his 
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( 10 
his German Expedition, obra! 
ctory by their Prayers. Euſeb. y. Tertull. ad Scap. 

Theſe Chriſtian Diſſenters, o for their Brave- 
ry were called, The thundering Legion, prov'd a great 
Bleſſing to the Roman Army. 

Before the Perſecution under Diocleſian and Maxi- 
minian, diſſenting Chriſtians were as Conſiderable 


'd both Rain and Vi- 


in Court as Camp. 


6. Several who profeſs d the Chriſtian Faith were 
advanc'd even in Nero's Family, for we read of 
Saints in Nero's Houſpold; ſo that if there was not 
a diſſenting Church in his Court, there were Mem- 
bers of it, "Phil. 4-23 

7. Conflantius Cl, a Pagan Emperor, having 
ay Chriſtian Nonconformiſts in his Palace, made 
rryal of their Sincerity thus, ſay? ing, If they wou d 
conform to his Worſhip, they might abide in his 
Service; if not, he muſt diſmiſs them; whereupon 
they were divided, fome conform'd to keep their 
Places, thoſe he diſcarded as Cowards and Impo- 
ſtors ; bur thoſe of em who ſtuck to their Princi- 
ples, and choſe to loſe their Places rather than com- 


ply with his Terms, he entertaind as Friends and 


Councellors ; concluding, they alone wou'd be faith- 
ful ro their Prince, who were true ro their God. 
Joʒ om. Hiſt. Eccleſ. 
1 this Emperor been a Prieft-ridden Bigor, he 


had diſcarded thoſe reſolute and honeſt Difſenters, 


and retaind the conforming Apoſtates, as proper 
Tools for the Execution of the vileſt Projects ; bur 
ſo far was he from conſulting the Prieſt in Politicks, 
chat he prefer'd the Steadineſs of a conſcientious 
Nonconformiſt, to the mean Compliance of merce- 
nary Paraſites. 

2. The Chriſtian Roman E mperors prefer F Pagans to 
Offices of Trug and Honour. 

1. In Conſtantine, the firſt Chriſtian Emperor 8 
Time, ſeveral Pagans were employ'd, as appears in 
the Hiſtory, of his Life. 

45 Thoods? us the Great advancd many Pagans, 

G Sy 


and Theodoſius. 


a 
cy machus, the Father and Son, who were fond of the 


Heathen Devotions, were promoted to the Procon- 
fular and Conſular Dignities, under the Valentinians 


Vid. Cod. Theod. de Pagan. 
Prudentias rakes notice, that rhe chief Honours 


were given to Pagans, by that great and good Prince. 


3. M. Libanius, the Sophiſt and Orator of Anti- 


och, a Pagan, was Precepror to St. Baſil and St. Chry- 
fo um, and honour d by Theodaſius the Emperor with 
the chief Command in his Life-guard. 


4. Themiſtius, the Heathen Orator, had the Go- 


4 3 of the City, and was confirm'd in it by 
IhHeodoſius. 


Vid. his 6. Orat. See more of this in 
Maderation a Virtue, p. 43, 44. 


5. Q. Fl. M. Symachus the Son, a Pagan, was Pro- 


| od of Africa under Honorius, a Chriſtian Empe- 
_ ror, and after Conſul with Victor. 


6. Oreſtes, a Pagan, was advancd to the Govern- 


ment of Alexandria, under Honorius and Theodoſius 
the younger, both Chriſtians. 


Soc. Hiſt. Eccl. 7. 13. 
7. Ammianus Marcellinus, who profeſt the Pagan 


Idolatry, was a military Officer under Gratian and 
| Valentinian, both Defenders of the Chriſtian Faith. 
Voſſ. de Hiſt. lat. 2.9. 


8. Tribonianus, a famous Civilian, tho a Pagan, 


yet was Lord Chief Juſtice under Fuſtinian, a Chri- 
ſtian Emperor, and alſo preſided in collecting the 
Inſtitutes of the Civil Law, call'd Fuſtinians. 

9. Optatus, a Profeſſor of Paganiſm, was made 
chief Governour of Conſtantinople, by Arcadius the 
Emperor, who was a Chriſtian. Soc. Hiſt. Eccl. 6. 18. 


VI. In Popiſh Countries, where they differ among 


each other more than Engliſh Churchmen and 
Diſſenters, both Parties have been equally en- 
truſted by the Government, nay Proteſtants have 
not been wholly excluded Offices of Honour and 
Tru. 


1. The wide Differences that be among the Pa- 


| piſts themſelves, in ſeveral Popiſh Countries, are no 
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hindrance to either Party in their Preferment in 
Church or State. 

Such is the Policy of the Roman Pontiff, that he 
cramps not the Band of the Papal Union with Party 


| Teſts; but ſuffers it to extend ir ſelf, ſo as to en- 


compals Men of diffent Sentiments i in leſſer Things, 


if they be but Papiſts. 


Nay, ſo cautious is the Reih Church of break- 
ing in upon her common Intereſt, that ſhe diſpences 


. with ſome of her moſt darling Tenets, rather than 


impoſe em to rhe diſmembring of her Body. 
Thus the Popiſh French Church, which - M0 the 
Pope's Supremacy, is nor only allow'd ro be a true 
Church; but the French King the Head of it, is 
complemented by his Holineſs with the Title of 
Moft Chriſtian. | 
Many Popiſh Doctors, being ſenſible how diſad- 
vantageous a multiplicity of impoſed Terms wou'd 
be to the Catholick Cauſe, have allow'd themſelves 
a great Latirude in explaining the Roman Faith, to 
Hook in if it were poſſible even the Proteſtants. 
It may not be amiſs ro obſerve here, how our 
Papiſh Forefathers had their different Rituals and 


Forms of Devotion; ſome worſhiping God ſecundum 


uſum Sarum, and others ſecumdum uſum Bangor; yet 
gone of em were excluded from Places of Truſt: 

Til only add, that in France the Fanſeniſts, and o- 
thers, who differ more from the Religion of the 
State, than the Engliſh Diſſenters from the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, yet are promiſcuouſly prefer'd with 
others, notwithſtanding their different Sentiments, 
provided they do not oppugn the common Cauſe. 

2. Even Proteſtants hade not been wholly excluded Of- | 
fices of Henour and Tru, in Popiſh Countries. 

1. Thus in Germany, a Popiſn Empire, Proteſtants 
are not only allow d, but prefer d. By the Imperi- 
al Conſtitution, the Proteſtant Princes have equal 
Privileges with thoſe of the Roman Communion. 

His preſent Majeſty of Great Britain, as Duke and 
Elector of Brunſwick, is great Srandard-Bearer of 


the holy Roman Empire. 1 The 


ä 
The Dukes of Saxony (who were Proteſtants till 
of late) are grand Marſhals of the Empire. 
The Duke of Hrandenburg, now King of Pruſſia, 
a Proteſtant, is grand Chamberlain of the Empire. 
The Electors Palatine, when Proteſtants, were 


grand Treaſurers of it; theſe Proteſtant Princes 


have Voices in the Election of the Emperor, and 
King of the Romans, tho they don't ſo much as oc- 
caſionally conform to the Maſs, or enter the Church 
where the Election is made, till the Liturgical Ser- 
vice be over. | 

By the Peace of Neſiphalia, the Biſhoprick of 
Oſnaburg is appointed to be enjoy d alternatively by a 
Proteſtant and Papiſt; upon the Death of the late 
Popiſh Biſhop, it's now devolved upon a Proteſtant 
Prince, younger Brother to the King of Great-Britam ; 


here the Inhabiranrs being a Mixture of Proteſtants 


and Papiſts, borh Parties have their Turns in the So- 
veraignty. ; 
Strange! that Proteſtants and Papiſts, who differ 
ſo widely in their religious Principles, ſhou'd agree 
ſo well in the ſame political Intereſt ; when Prote- 
ſtants agreeing in all the ſame religious doctrinal 
Principles, ſhould ſo widely diſagree in their politi- 
cal Intereſt. 1 : 

Nay, Charity (ſo great a Stranger ro High-Church) 
is ſo well cultivated among Men of oppoſite Princi- 
ples abroad, that in ſome Churches of Germany, 
Proteſtants preach one part of the Day, and Papiſt- 
the other. 5 
Nor only Proteſtant Princes, but Proteſtants of an 
inferior Rank, have their Share in Publick Employ- 
ments; there might many Inſtances of this Na- 
ture be produced, bur Ill only mention one. 

At Ausburg under the Popiſh Archbiſhop of Mayence, 


Lutherans and Papiſis have not only an equal Liberty 


of Conſcience, but both of em ſhare in the Govern- 
ment of the City; for of the Seven that compoſe; 
the Privy-Council, the two chiefeſt, called Prefidents 
of the Republick, are a Proteſtant and a Papiſt, two 
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of the other Five are Proteſtants : As for the three 
Treaſurers, they are two Proteſtants and one Papiſt 
one Year, and rwo Papiſts and one Proteſtant rhe 
next, The Senators, Syndicks, and other Officers 
are conſtantly elected out of both Religions; and 
yer the Engliſh Proteſtants, who are of the ſame Re- 
ligion, will not allow their Brethren the ſame Pri- 
vilege as ſome foreign Papiſts do a Proteſtant. 

2. Time was, that in France Proteſtants had equal 
Privileges with their Popiſh Neighbours, and for 
their further Security, had cautionary Towns. 

Ir's needleſs ro mention rhe known Inſtances of 
Turenne, Coligny, Schomberg, and other brave Pro- 
teſtant French Heroes, whoſe Names will ever ſhine 
bright in the Annals of Fame. 

And it's notorious that no ſooner were the Prote- 
Rants deprived of their Civil and Religious Liberties 
there, but the whole French Kingdom was reduc'd 
to that Slavery it now labours under, ro which none 
can pretend ſo indefeaſable a Right as our Eng/i/h 
Tories, who have not only preach'd, pray d, ſwore, 
forſwore, rebell'd and run away, for that 1 ignomini- 
ous Cauſe, but ſome of the braveſt among em have 


hang'd * it too. 


VII. In Proteſtant Countries Perſons . been 
uſually advancd according to Merit, and not 


Party-Opi nion. 


In ſeveral Parts of Germany, where there are Pro- 
teſtants of different Denominations, ſuch as Luthe- 
rans and Calviniſts, who differ as much ar leaſt as the 
Engliſh Church and Proteſtant Diſſenters, the Magi- 
ſtrates and Governours are indifferently choſen our 
of both Parties. 

Notwithſtanding the d ferent Sentiments of thoſe 
Fronch Proteſtants, who were ſeverally Followers of 
Monſieur Du Moulin, and Monſieur Amyraut, yet none 
were excluded from Offices of Truſt on account of 


thoſe Differences. 
In 


(15) 
In Scotland not only Epiſcopal Men were prefer'd 
to Civil Offices, but the Epiſcopal Miniſters who 
took the Oaths to King Milliam and Queen Mary, 
were confirm'd in their Churches. 
Ir's evident alſo, that Epiſcopal as well as Presbyte- 
rian Noblemen, have been honoured with the Cha- 


racter of Commiſſioners to the general Aſſembly of 


the Kirk of Scotland. 
Since the Union, the Civil Preferments in North- 


4 Britain moſtly run on the Epiſcopal Side, eſpecially 
in the Exciſe and Cuſtoms. | 


I might mention the Emperor of Ruſſia (tho I 
know nor well under what Denominarion to rank 
him) who ſince his Acquaintance with the polite Go- 
vernments of Europe, has found out the Couvenien- 
cy of advancing Perſons according to their Merir, 
whether of his Opinion or not; and how advanta- 
geous this Management has been to his Kingdom, 
the King of Sweden beſt knows, tho all Europe is 
Eye-witnels to it. | 

Now if we may judge of the Prudence of Mea- 
ſures, by the conſtant good Succeſs of them, then 


we may ſafely determine that Piece of Policy pra- 


ctiſed by the moſt renowned Nations, in prefering 
Men according to their Merit and Fidelity, tho not 
of the Eſtabliſned Religion, to be agreeable to the 
main Ends of Government, in as much as they al- 
ways found their Account in ſuch Preferments. 
This Cuſtom, ſo conſentaneous to the natural Rights 
and common Good of Mankind prevailed in the 
World, till Bigotry and Prieſtcraft got the aſcendant, 
whereby not only Charity, the Life of Religion, but 


i Generoſity and Gratirude, the Perfections of Huma- 


nity, are very much impaired, if nor totally ex- 


tinguiſhed. 


It's not improbable that the Method of excluding 
Perſons from their Natural Rights by religious Teſts 


8 (invented in latter Ages to ſecure Party -Intereſt at 
the Hazard of National) may be owing to the In- 
fluence of an ambitious corrupt Clergy, who ſtuck 
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| (16) | 
at norhing that might inlarge their uſurp'd Dominions 
over the Conſciences of Men. | 
However, it's ſtrange that England, inferior to no 
Government in the World for the Excellency of irs 
Conſtitution, ſhon'd yer fall ſhort of leſs famous 
Governments in this Particular, of depriving it ſelf 
of the Service of ſo many Men, who upon all Oc- 
caſions are inviolably arrach'd to the true Intereſt of 
their Country, 

This unequal Regard ro Subjects of the ſame Ci- 
vil and Religious Principles, ſeems nor only to be 
impolitick, bur altogether unptecedenred, and mo- 
dern to the laſt degree. 
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CHAT Ek 
The Proteſtant Diſſenters Claim of Right t6 
ſecular Preferments , argued from the fore. 
going Inſtances, and from other Collateral 
Reaſons. 
Fins ſeen, that Differences in Judgment a- 


bout leſſer Things, and even different Reli- 
gions, have been no Bar to Preferments under the 


beſt regulated Governments in the World: we'll 


conſider how far the forementioned Inſtances, with 
ſome other collateral Reaſons, may plead in the be- 
half of Engliſh Proteſtant Diſſenters, for their Read- 


miſſion to thoſe Privileges, which as Free- born Subs 


jects they are intitled to, and are only deprived of 
by Party-Determinations. 6 

As they are Proteſtants, and differ only from rhe 
Eſtabliſh'd Church in leſſer Matters, they only ex- 


pect the Protection of the Government; bur as they 


are Free-born Engliſhmen, true to the Crown, and 


zealous for the Hereditary Liberties of their Coun- 


try, they may juſtly. lay Claim ro a Capacity of be- 
ing ſerviceable ro both, and have a Right at any 
time to petition for Redreſs of ſuch Grievances they 
may be under, More particularly, 1. As 
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(17) 


1. As ro the Inſtances produc'd in the foregoing 
Chaprer, well briefly examine how far they may be 


; allow d to plead for the publick Employment of 
Proteſtant Difſenters. 


If Pagans, who were nor the moſt remote fin 


: Bigotry, -employ 'd with Succeſs, ſuch Fews and Chri- 
ſtians as were capable and willing to ſerve them; 
it may bear this natural Reflection, that they ſeem' d 
to be more ſenſible of their true Intereſt, and to en- 
2? rertain more generous Sentiments towards their 
Fellow - Creatures, than ſome Proteſtants do to their 
Fellow -Proteſtants. 


Shali Proteſtants envy and diſtruſt one another, 


when Heathens put ſuch Confidence in Jews and 
Chriſtians, who ſo widely differ'd from em? 


Nor were the Primitive Chriſtians ſhort of the 


moſt generous Pagans in their regard to Merit, 


where. ever it was lodg'd. Hence it was, that long 
after Conſtantines Time, when Chriſtianity was the 


© eſtabliſh'd Religion of the Roman Empire, deſerv- 


ing Pagans were by Chriſtian Governours, prefer'd 


| in Court and Camp; the Deſign of rhoſe Times (in 


Conformity to the Tendency of the Chriſtian Reli 
gion) being to allure Men by generous Treatment 


: into the Church, and nor by frighrful Teſts ro drive 


em farther from it. 
Q. Whether this Inſtance of Primitive Generoſity 


be not a fitter Example for Proteſtants to copy after 
towards each other, than the Bigotry of the modern 
Conventicle of Rome ? 


And yet even among Papiſts, Proteſtants meet 


with more equal Treatment, than diſſenting Prote- 
ſtants do from their eſtabliſh'd Brethren. 


Shall German Papiſts joyn Proteſtants with them 


i in the Government, and ſhall Engliſh Proteſtant 
Diſſenters be worſe treated by thoſe, with whom 
I they agree in all Eſſentials of Religion - 


One wou'd think this Example might a little in- 


: fluence the Tory Faction, who in other Things have 


affected ro Copy after Popiſh Originals. | 
C Tho 


(18) 

Tho Englifb Diſſenters are ſo harraſs'd at Home, 
yer their Presbyterian Eftabliſh'd Brethren abroad 
treat Epiſcopal Proteſtants, who live among them, 
and diſſent from them, after another manner; how 
unreaſonable is it, that thoſe who conform to the 
Engiiſh Eſtabliſnment, are capable of Preferment in 
Scotland, when ſuch Proteſtants as conform to the 
Scots Eftabliſhmenr, are judged incapable of bearing 
Office in England? | 
2. There are a great many collateral Reaſons, 
which plead ſtrongly, that Proteſtant Diſſenters 
ſnou d be pur in an equal Capacity of ſerving their 
King and Country with other of their Fellow- 
Sabjects. | 

This Claim of Proteſtant Diſſenters to Offices of 
Honour and Truft under the Government, may be 
farther urged from three Confiderarions. 


1. The Claim of Diſſenters ro State Promotions, 


may be argued from their inherent Right. 

2. From the Right their Sovereign has to their 
Service. 

3. From the preſent Poſture of Affairs. Of theſe 
in their Order. N 


I. The Claim of Diſſenters to State- Promotions, 
may be argued from their inherent Right. 


Proteſtanr Diſſenters have an undoubted Right to 
Secular Preferments under the Government, whe- 
ther we conſider them, in their natural, moral, re- 
ligious, or civil Capacities. 

1. Proteſtant Diſſenters have a Natural Right to Pre- 
ferments, under the Government where they live. 

Ir can't be deny'd but they are equally Free-born 
Engliſhmen, with the reſt of their Fellow Subjects, 
and upon that Foot are abſolutely entitled to all rhe 
Privileges of Engliſhmen, 

Tho it may ſeem odd to plead natural Right un- 
der a Civil Government, yet it's not altogether im- 
proper, ſince the main End of Government is the 
Conſervation of natura! Right. tk 


N NO ERSOGT =; 
e Nee 


r eee ee eee 3 * . N oth 5 a . . n + 1 r 8 N $68 


1 ö 
e. ð ⁵ . ITN 


£@ as 


ir 


25, 


10 
10- 
re- 


In 


Iv, 
rhe 


un- 
im- 
the 


, 


e Nee . „FFF ee od ni Ee Rely oO OE: 


B at 


8 CON 3d 1 4 3 5 2 8 ; 
{LD TW DLO Tn CON . Co EA LS 


2 eee a4 ws 


for Government as their Neighbours. 


| capable of any Office beſt deſerve ir; and I think 


(19) 


It never enter'd into the otiginal Contract be- 
tween Prince and People, that Party-Opinions, which 
did nor interfere with the Safety of the State, ſhou'd 
prejudice the original Right of any Subjects. 

This has been receiv'd as an univerſal Maxim in 
all Nations, which, were there no other Proof of 


it, is evident from this, that none were ever de- 


prived of their Privileges on account of their Senti- 
ments under any Government; but the Pretence has 
always been, that their Opinions were ſome way or 
other deſtructive of the Conſtitution, tho often there 
was nothing in it, but what the Jealouſy of ambitious 
Prieſts ſuggeſted. 

Wich what Succeſs ſuch groundleſs Pretences as 
theſe have been made uſe of againſt Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters by deſigning Men, who for their own ſakes 
are Enemies to Merit, the preſent Hardſhips the 
Nonconformiſts labour under ſufficiently reſtify. 

The common Conſent of Mankind agrees to this, 
that the Rights of Free born Subjects cannot be e- 
quitably torn away from them, unleſs their Princi- 
ples or Practices are ſubverſive of the Government; 
and that the Engliſþ Proteſtant Diſſenters are not 
chargeable with either of theſe, will appear anon. 

2. Proteſtant Diſſenters have a Moral Right to Pre- 
ferment under the Government. | 

Thoſe who have the greateſt Averſion to the Diſ- 
ſenters, cannor bur own 'em to be generally as well 
furniſh'd with Intellectual and Moral Qualifications 

It will be allow'd alſo, that thoſe who are moſt 
this Deſert may very well be term'd a Moral Right - 
Now if the Diſſenters, who by Nature are upon the 
Level with their conforming Brethren, can produce 
Men as well qualify'd for ſerving the Government 
as others, then upon this account allo they have 
the ſame Right to it. | | 

Tho Diſſenters have not their Education at Oxferd 


and Cambridge, yer they are not withour any of the 
C 2 Improve- 
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(20) 


Improvements ets Places are capable of affording ; ; 
Holland, Scotland, and the Diſſenting Academies in 
England, have furniſh'd our Men as well accom- 
pliſh'd for any of the learned Profeſſions, or the 
Magiſtracy, as any other Univerſity whatever, 
Farther, if moral Virtues, in conjunction with a 
Capacity for publick Services, may recommend to 
Offices of Truſt, which cannot be deny'd, then Diſ- 


ſenters may upon that Score, pur in as goo.! a Claim 


to Places as any of their Fellow. Subjects. 

It's notorious, that the Diſſenters have maintain'd 
the Character of ſober, honeſt and faithful Men, 
where they have been entruſted, at leaſt their Prin- 


ciples allow em not to be otherwiſe: It's probable 


there may be bad Men among them as well as elſe- 
where, for I wou'd not confine Virtue ro a Party ; 
bur this I am ſure of, that Nature in them has not 
ſo often rebell'd againſt Principle, as in ſome others 
who pretend ro eſrabliſh'd Perfection. 

I wou'd nor preſs this Argument of moral Per- 
ſections, as giving any Preference with reſpect ro 
Offices, too far; becauſe it's a ſuppoſition deny'd ar 


leaſt in Practice by the Tory Monopoliſts, who wou d 


rather prefer a ſwearing, drunken, perjur'd High- 
flyer, than an honeſt, ſober, peaceable Diſſenter. 

Had there been in the four laſt Years of the late 
Reign, an Act for excluding all Men of profligate 
Conſciences and debauch'd Life, as effectually from 
Offices of Truſt as the conſcientious Difſenters were, 
the late unnatural Flame of Rebellion, which 
threatned univerſal Ruin, had not been kindled in 
Great-Britain. | 

3. Proteſtant Diſſenters have a Religious Right to pub- 
lick Offices. 

This Right is founded on their Chr iRianiry, and 
on their Proteſtantiſm. 

As they are Chriſtians, they have a Right ro all 
kind Treatment which Chriſtianity dictates to its 
Profeſſors; at leaſt, this Character (while they de- 
mean themſelves worthy of it) may ſcreen em from 
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1 
any Infringement of their Native Rights. Evenpapiſts 
rhemſelves may plead this Privilege from their Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, did they not hold Principles 
inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religion, and de- 
ſtructive to the Government: So that their Incapa- 
city for publick Offices does not ariſe from their 
Religion, but from political Principles they hold, 
which are contradictory to the Conſtitution in the 
Britiſh State. | 

Bur further, the Diſſenters I argue for, as Chri- 
ſtians, aſſent to all the Doctrinal Articles of the e- 
ſtabliſn'd Religion; and nor only ſo, but as Prote- 
ſtants, they diſclaim all thoſe Antichriſtian Tenets 
the National Church was reform'd from; ſo that up- 
on this account they ſhould ſtand equally fair with 
their Neighbours in the Eſteem of the Government, 
whoſe Religion they profeſs. | 85 
Vet notwithſtanding this Harmony between bork 
Parties in all the Eſſentials of our holy Religion, thoſe 
who are now Diſſenters were thruſt out of the 
Church by the Uni formity Act, and in a manner out 
of the State too, and that not for any real Crimes, 
but becauſe they could not in Conſcience comply with 
ſome human Peculiarities, vigorouſly impoſed by 
the Eccleſiaſtick Eſtabliſiment. | 

A hard Caſe! If they diſſent from ſome Cere- 


: monies in the Church, one wou'd think Exclufion 
from Church-Preferments were a ſufficient Puniſh- 
ment for that; bur to be excluded from State- 
ich 
in from a few Rites, which are confeſſedly no Parts of 
Religion, is, I ſay, a very hard caſe : Excuſe the 
Repetition. 


Offices too, for no other reaſon than their Diſſent 


Ir's yet harder, that the Orthodox Diſſenters 


ſhou'd be incapacirared for Preferment, when un- 
: ſound Principles, and contradictory to the eſtabliſh'd 
Articles, ſhall nor diſqualify a Perſon that calls him- 
ſelf a Churchman, for Promotion in Church and 
State, if he has but a wider Throat than his Neigh- 
bour, and can ſwallow the Teſt for a Place. 


Strange! 


jury. 


(22) 


Strange! that rhe Circumſtantials of Religion 
ſhou'd better qualify a Man ro ſerve the Govern- 
ment, than rhe Eſſentials can: Surely there muſt be 
ſome Magick in a Ceremony, that the Ule of it 
can capacitate a Man for the nobleſt Employments 
in the State, Church, or Camp. | 

Bur ir will be objected, that the Promotion of 
Diſſenters will endanger the Church. Not ar all, 
fince they may be prefer'd in the Stare without 
touching her Conſtitution; for let the Magiſtrate be 
of what Denomination you pleaſe, he will be o- 
bliged ro act according to Law, by which Law ſhe 
will ſtill enjoy all her Immunities, her Biſhops, Li- 


turgy, Articles, Canons, Revenues, Ceremonies, c. 


Neither wou'd the Promotion of Diſſenters in the 
State (ſhou'd the Law allow of ir) incroach at all up- 
on the Rights of the Church. Surely the Supream 
Power may reſtore the Diſſenters their Rights with- 
out impairing thoſe of the Church; for ſhe has no 
Right to ſee che Diſſenters ſuffer in their Civil Inte- 
reſt for their Diſſent from her in ſome Parciculari- 
ries ; becauſe neither the Church nor any Perſon 
ſuffers Injuſtice by a Man's worſhipping God accord- 
ing ro thar Merhod he judges beſt for ſaving his own 
Soul, and therefore it's nor reaſonable they ſhou'd 
be puniſh'd by Excluſion from native Rights, for 
thar which does no Man, or Body of Men, any In- 


4. Proteſtant Diſſenters have a Political Right to Civil 
Preferments ; this is evident from the enſuing Particulars, 


1. Becauſe they are thorouzh Conformiſts to the State, 


as it is a diſtin Body from the Church, 

There are none who more entirely conform to 
the Statutes of the Kingdom, as they refer to the 
political Intereſt, than the Diſſenters: None pay 
their Taxes with more chearfulneſs, or take the 
Oaths with more ſincerity than they do; nor indeed 


are there any Teſts of Loyalty to the Government 


diſputed by them. And they have this to glory in 
above ſome of the Eſtabliſhment, that none of their 
| Denc- 
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(23) 
Denomination have uſed Jeſuirical Evaſions to ener- 
vate the Oaths ro King GEORGE, or have in- 
dulg'd a ſecret Affection ro a Popiſh Pretender, from 
his unknown Original to this Day. 

Nor are the Diſſenters, as the Jacobire Faction 
have repreſented them, Enemies to the Eng iſn Mo- 
narchy; which, as it ſtands regulated by the Wiſdom 
of the Nation, they think the happieſt Conſtitution 
in the World; the Prerogatives of the Crown and 
the Rights of the People, being no where elſe ſo 
admirably adjuſted. | 

The Reaſon of this black Imputation on the Loy- 
al Diſſenters, is, becauſe they have been ſtrenuous 
Aſſertors of rhe Liderties of their Country, in oppo- 
ſition to the Deſigns of a Party, who, weary of the 
Bleſſings of the Reformation, have ſtruggled hard 
long to bring us back to the Bondage of Popery. 

It is with juſt as much Reaſon and good Senſe, 
that all the beſt Members of the Church, notwith- 
ſtanding their perfect Conformity to it, are calum- 
niated as Presbyterian, on no other Account, than 
their political Agreement with the Diſſenters, in de- 
fence of Britiſh Property, and the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion. | 

And by the Way, I cannor bur obſerve, how 
much Honour rheſe unthinking Men put upon the 
Presbyterians, by ranking among them the brighteſt 
Ornaments of the Church. 

Now one wou'd think the Diſſenters iaviolable 
Affection and Adherence to the Government, thou'd 
entitle them to a Share in the Favour of it, 

For the fame Reaſon, that they are deprived of 
Promotions in the Church, by their Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 
ſenr, they are entitled to State-Preferments by their 


| State-Conformity. 


2. Proteſtant Diſſenters may well expect Preferment 


| f from that Government which they help to Support and 
3 Maintain. 


Tho' the Confining of honourable and beneficial 


Places to the Eftabliſhmenc, has drawn the Quality 


away z 


. 
away; yet they have conſiderable Numbers of Gen- 
tlemen and Tradeſmen among them, who are Men 


of Figure, Character, Subſtance and Influence, from 


whom no ſmall Parr of the publick Revenue, in its 


ſeveral Branches, is annually raiſed. And muſt all 
theſe lye under Marks of Diſgrace, becauſe of their 


conſcientious Nonconfermiry to Terms which they 
think finful, and their Adverſaries confeſs ro be 
indifferent, and may be alter'd withour any Injury 
to the Conſtirurion ? 

Diſſenters do not only ſtrengthen the Hands of 
the Government by increaſing the Revenue, bur al- 


ſo in Caſes of ſudden Emergencies of State, have 


often advanc'd no inconſiderable Sums, whereby the 
National Credit was ſupported ; and this they have 


done, when thoſe who wou'd engroſs Loyalty and Pre- 


ferments to themſelves, have by Tacks, and ſuch other 
dangerous Experiments, attempted to embarraſs pub- 
lick Affairs; and that at a Time, when the Neceſſitles 
of the State abſolutely required immediate Supplies. 

Now how unfair is the Treatment of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, that they muſt be excluded from the Ad- 
vantages of the Government, when the Government 
receives as much Advantage from them, as from 
any other Subjects whatever? 1 

One eſſential Part of the Original mutual Contract, 
is, that the Privileges of the People be maintain'd in- 
violable by the Sovereign; in conſideration of which, 
the Subjects engage to ſupport the Honour and Dip- 
nity of the Government. Now, if the Diſſenters 
perform their Parr of the Contract, I ſee no Reaſon 
why the Condition of the Obligation ſhou'd not be 
made good to them. 5 

It will be ungrateful here for the Friends of the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, to object any Laws againſt 
them, ſince ſome of thoſe Laws that affect their 
Rights, were originally deſign'd againſt Papiſts, and 
thoſe that were levell'd againſt them ſince the Reſto- 


» 


ration, were-contriv'd and promoted under the Di- 45 


rection of a Popiſh Duke, on purpoſe to create Di- 
N | viſions. 
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g 
q viſions; i in order to weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt; : 
for this Reaſon it was the Parliament, in the lattei 


| J End of King Charles the Second, voted the Proſe- 


cution of Proteſtant Diſſenters upon thoſe Laws, to 
be a Grievance to the Subject, and an Encourage- 
4 ment of Popery. 

I will not here adviſe the Diſſenters to follow the 


e ee se 


3 Example of their Forefathers, who, diſcouraged by 


Impoſition of Ceremonies, and che unequal Diftri- 
7 bution of national Privileges, retir d with their all, 
in purſuit of Liberty, ro a remote Corner of che 
| Earth : Tho' ſhou'd the modern Diſſenters tranſ- 
cribe this Pattern, by tranſporting themſelves to the 
L Deſarts, Places more hoſpitable than the 
gBoſom of High-Church, I caunot but. ſay, the Pro- 

reſtant Government wou'd loſe a main Pillar; and 
none but the Tories could pretend to gain. by it, 
:who, I am perſwaded, wou'd. not only rejoice iu 
4 auch a. Proſpect, bur farcher the Deſign by giving 
em their Fewels of Gold, on. condition they wou 

z quit the Land of Goſhen. (made. better to em by Ser- 
3 prot and croſs the Seas: to: ſojourn, in the Wil- 
E ULEINCeisS. 


3. Ie wil appear farther, that Diſſenters deſerve 


Regards of the Governmont, as they are the Balanes — 
Contending Parties. 
This is obvious, in as much. as they have always; 


according to the degree. of Power left. em, joyn d 
with. che honeſt Whigs, and by this Conjunction, 
have under God: been a Means of preventing the 
Balance of Power falling into Tory Hands; and if 
they were put into as camplear a Capacity of ſer- 
ving the Publick as others, it. wou'd. doubtleſs make 
the Fence againſt Popery and. Arbitrary Power im- 


4 regnable. 

J The. Number and Influence of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ers is not ſo inconſiderable as it has been repreſen- 
ted by their Ad verſaries, who, by the by, contradict 
ſhemſelues, hy che great and indefatigable Pains they 
Save:always. been at. in * to cruſh em, 


when 


( 26 


when lefs Labour wou'd have done it, had they been 


ſo contemprible a Body as they have made them. 


Indeed, as the Cale now ftands with the Diſſen- 


tert, they are not ſo formidable to the Enemies of 


their Country, as if they were admitted into the 
Magiſtracy; yet they have a ſmall Remnant of Li- 
berty left, which may be husbanded fo well, as to 
make ir in their Power to give the deciding Vore in 
many, if not moſt Elections; this the Tories were 
ſenſible of, eſpecially under the late Miniſtry, when 
a Project was form'd to deprive diffenting Free- 
Holders of their Privilege in Voting, as the laſt 


Step or Maſter-ſtroke towards eſtabliſhing Toryiſm 


and Popery in our high! laces. 
Could the Difſenters be content to make a dan- 


gerous Experiment by ſitting {till but for one Ele- 1 | 
Ction, and ler the High-Church and Low-Church 


fight it out among themſelves, I doubt not bur the 


Event would convince the World, how valuable and 
neceſſary a Part of the Conſtitution the Diſſenters are. 


How unkind is it, that the Diffenrers, who ſo vi- | 


gorouſly exert themſelves under ſuch Diſcourage- 
ments, and voluntarily ſtand in the Gap againſt all 
the Advances of Popery an Slavery, ſhonld reap ? 
ſcarce any more Civil Advantage than Papiſts them- 


ſelves; or indeed Religions, bating that Kr x 


Difſenters are tolerated, the Papiſts conniv'd at? 


Nay, in ſome Things they had the Preference of 
late; for their Maſs-Houſes, erected againſt Law, 
ſtood unrouch'd, their Prieſts and blind Followers 
careſs'd ; while the Proteſtant diſſenting Churches, 
erected. 'by Law, were profanely demoliſh'd, and 
the Proteſtant Difſenters expoſed to the urmoſt In. 
ſults, and all this conniv'd at by ſome inferior Mz: I 


piftrares then in Being. 


II. The Diſſenters Claim to ; Prefermenti, 
argued from the Sovereigu's qu Je Right ii 


all his Subjetts. 


As the King is the common Father and = 
of all his People, it's his undoubted Prerogative . 
make 


een | 
. _ make uſe of any whom he ſhall judge moſt capable 
ſen- of ſerving the Government. | 
of | Ir's true, the Prerogative is ſtraitned by Laws in 
the the preſent Caſe ; bur how equitable ſuch a Re- 
Li- ſtraint may be reckoned, that deprives his Majeſty 
S tO of rhe Aſſiſtance of ſo many faithful Hands, is not 
em my Province to determine. | | 
vere As to the incapacirating Proteſtant Diſſenters from 
hen places before the Revolution, the Deſign of it was 
ree- to weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt ; and as to the 
laſt ſuperadded Hardſhips laid upon em under the 
yiſm Semper Eadem Government, there is no Room to 
doubt, bur the defeating of rhe Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
dan- | was thereby mainly intended, and the embaraſſing 
Ele- King GEORGE's Affairs, by robbing him of the 
urch Service of ſome of his beſt Subjects, and by thar 
t the Means making the Kingdom a more eaſy Prey to 
and the Popiſh Pretender, tho the Hanover Succeſſion 
s are. ſhou'd rake Place. 5 
O0 vi- Since then all the Fenal Laws againſt Proteſtants 
age, were procured with this Deſign, among others, of 
ſt all making Way for a Popiſh Prince then in View, and 
rea of cramping the Prerogative of a true Proteſtant Ring, 
hem- ſhou'd any ſuch ſucceed to the Britiſh Throne: | 
ſtant! And fince the Proteſtant Interest, which has been 
at? ſo long on the Declenſion, is now headed by a Prince 
ce Of Who is an irreconcilable Enemy ro Rome, and has 
Law, nothing more at Heart than the flouriſhing Eſtate of 
wers Religion and Liberty. 
ches, Is it not reaſonable, that the Prerogarive ſhould 
, and return to its ancient Channel, and King GEORGE 
ſt In. be enabled to employ the Hands of thoſe, whoſe 
Ma. Hearts and Lives are already devoted to his Service, 
aaäland the National Intereſt, which he ſo ſteadily main- 
ments, kalns? 3 ; * 
* The Native Rights of Diſſenters are equally ex- 
89 tenſive with thoſe of others; neither have they at 
any time made a juſt Forfeiture of them; therefore 
tectot to be pur under the Diſgrace of Incapacity to ſerve 
ive the Publick, when neither againſt the Law, nar the 
ay | D 2 Temple, 
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Temple, nor yet agamſt Cæſar have they offended any 
thing at all, is a Treatment ſo ſevere, that they have 


very good Reaſon to appeal unto Ceſar, who has an 


re” Right to their beſt Services. 

How unfair would it be, when his Majeſty is 
come to deliver the Nation from the Embargo laid 
upon its Religious and Civil Liberties, that the Diſ- 
ſenters only ſhould lie under the Arreit of penal 
Laws; if they, who have contributed as much as 


any others towards the Proteſtant Succeſſion's taking 


Place, ſnould be the only Perfons excluded their 


Fhare in chat Bleſſing? 


How unkind would it be, when Rebels have not on- 
ly impartial Juſtice, but a great deal of Mercy ſhewn 
them too, if Juſtice ro Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhou'd 


ſeem to be forgot? when foreign diſtreſſed Prote- 


ftents feel the good Influences of the Government, 
if diſtreſſed Subjects cannot find Redreſs? 

Strange! if King GEORGE, who is ſo power- 
ful Abroad, that his Word can command Liberty to 
Captives, ſnou d be ſo limited at Home, that he can- 
not reſtore ſome of his beſt Subjects to thoſe Rights 
of ſharing in the publick Honours and Profits which 
have been unaccountably raviſh'd away from them. 


III. Proteſtant Diſſenters Claim to Preferments 
under the Government, argued from the preſent 


Poſture of Affairs. 


The State and Church, that were ſo lately deliver- 
ed from that imminent Danger threatened by the 
Rebellion, can't yet be reckoned entirely ſafe, while 
there is ſo much Diſaffection at Home, and ſo many 
Popiſh Pretenders to the Britiſh Crown Abroad ; for 


tho the actual Rebellion be exringuiſh'd, the Spirit 1 
of Rebellion is not yet laid; and we are all now 
apprehenſive of the violent Efforts of a Madman to 


ſupport our Malecontents. 
Tho the excluding Diſſenters from publick Truſt, 


Pes by the Tories prerended to be for the Security : 


of 


(29) 

of the Conſtitution, yer in Reality nothing was more 
deſigned by it, than the eſtabliſhing of themſelves ; 
for ir does not appear that this Excluſion of em has 
in any Inſtance been an Advanrage to the Govern- 
ment in State or Church; bur on the other Hand 
it's manifeſt, that both have ſuffer d by Members of 
the Eſtabliſhmenr, who ſcrupled nor any Teſt, Oaths, 
or Abjurations required of em, but ſcorn'd ro be 
ry'd by any ſuch ſacred Obligations. 

Nothing of this Nature can be laid ro the Charge 
of excluded Diſſenters; who, tho they have reaſon 
to complain of Severities, yet moleſted not the 
Government by Tumults or Inſurrections, when an 


unnatural Rebellion was fomented and carried on 


by ſome teſting abjuring Conformiſts, without the 


leaſt Provocation for the Inſurrection of Nature a- 


gainſt Principle. We: "= 
This Rebellion could nor have been ſo well con- 


4 cerred, at leaſt not brought ro ſuch a Height, but by 


the Meaſures taken to weaken the Whigiſh Intereſt, 


j by gradually depriving the Diſſenters of their Na- 
tive Rights. | 


The generous Aſſiſtance the Diſſenters afforded 


the Whigs at the Revolution, convinced the Tories 
they were not a Match for that united Body; and 
and therefore ſince they could not draw em off to 


their Party, their Buſineſs was to render them as un- 


ö ſerviceable as poſſible to the Whigs. 


This they effected in a great Meaſure by the Oc- 


caſional and Schiſm Acts, and intended to have com- 
pleated that ruinous Deſign, by depriving Diſſent- 
ers of their Power of Voting: Had the Tories ſuc- 
2 ceeded therein, they had carried their Point; but 
7 the remarkable and ſeaſonable Event that happened 
on the Firſt Day of a certain Month, in a certain 
2 Year, burſt the Spring of their Motions. | 


Being thus prevented in their Attempts ro bring in 


1 the Pretender by Law, the laſt Recourſe of that 
reſtleſs Party was to Force, which perhaps there had 
been no occaſion far, if the Diſſenters had not join d 


with 


1 9 
with the Whigs in the laſt Election: And therefore 
to quit Scores with them, the Tories made em feel 

the firſt Effects of their revengeful Spirit, in the late 
Riots and Demolitions, thoſe Forerunners of the 
Rebellion. FE. ; | I 
This Rebellion was firſt blown up, by the boiſte- 
rous and impertinenr Clamour of the Church's Danger 
from the Diſſenters; and it can't but be remarked # 
how this Body of Men have been variouſly repre- _ 
ſenred, according to the different Poſture of Tory 
Affairs. While the Tories have been in the Admi- 
niftration, Diſſenters have always been look'd upon 
as a mean inconſiderable Party, and whoſe Suppreſ- 
fion might eaſily be compaſs'd without any Diſad- 
vantage to the Government : bur when the Tory 
Cauſe runs low, the Mob muſt be fired with the 
contrary Repreſentations, of the Diſſenters being 
formidable and dangerous Enemies to the Church ; 
this Stratagem has often been uſed with Succeſs to 
diſturb the publick Tranquility, by Commorions 
and popular Tumults, as was done at the Triz! of 
| the Arch- Rebel, and fince in the Shropſhire, Stafford- 
1 ſhire, and Lancaſhire Inſurrections, when the giddy 
| 
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{th Multitude were taught to practiſe their firſt Rudi- 
if ments of Rebellion on rhe peaceable Diffenters. 4 
5 When the late bloody and unnatural Rebellion 

„ broke out, which was promoted and abetted by Pa- 

50 piſts and Epiſcopal Men in Scotland and England: 

MP at the ſame time the Engliſh Diſſenters unanimouſly : 
0H appeared with their uſual Firmneſs againſt the com- 


._ mon Enemy; when many who were entruſted by the 
Government, looked on with indifferency. 1 
Now ſince there is ſuch a Diſaffection to the pre- ( 

= 

t 


i | ſent Government ſpread through the ſeveral Parts 

. of the Kingdom, who are the fitreſt to be employ d 

FM at ſuch a Juncture, Friends cr Enemies? (under the _ 
. latter we may very well reckon the Indifferents ). 
Wl The Anſwer is obvious, if the Safety of the State be f 
bh conſulred: But, it may be, ſome who are for en- 70 
jb groſſing Places to themſelves, without conſidering 

4.0 | rhe 

85 
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the Strength and Influence of different Parties, will 
lay there is no occaſion for employing Diſſenter or 


Tory; tho the contrary is notorious : for were the 
Tories (who are generally allow'd ro be Enemies to 
the preſent Conſtitution) all of em removed from 
Places of Truſt, rhe Church-Whigs without Prote- 
ſtaat Diſſenters could nor furniſh out a ſufficient 
Number of proper Perſons ro fill up the Vacancies. 
I believe in England it will not be doubred, bur 
that rhe Tories are much more numerous than the 
Diſſenters, and the Diſſenters not much fewer in 
Number than the Church-Whigs. In Ireland the 
Diſproportion is yer greater; for in that Kingdom 
the Papiſts are vaſtly more numerous than Proteſtants 
of all denominations whatever, and, as I am in- 
form'd, the Diſſenters are more numerous than the 
.. ͤ 8 „ | 
Bur pur the Caſe, that the Whigs fill'd the pub- 
lick Offices as far as their Numbers would reach, 
and that the Tories only occupied the ſupernume- 
rary Places; yet theſe Hereditary Gentlemen, who 
are in Principle oppoſite to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
tnent under King GEORGE, wou'd be more de- 
trimental to it, than the whole Body of Diſſenters 
can be ſuppoſed to be: For there be many Popiſh 
Princes, whoſe bare Hereditary Right is prior to 
that of our preſent Lawful and Rightful Sovereign, 
and the pretended Title of theſe Popiſh Princes, the 
Tories by Principle are obliged to maintain: While 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters have, with their Hearts as 
well as Mouths, avjured all hereditary Popiſh Suc- 
ceſſors to the Crown, and are by Principle oblig'd 
not only ro oppoſe theſe, but to ſupport King 
GEORGEs Title to the Britiſh Monarchy; a 
Title which in Law and Equity defies any Compe- 
tition. 
Upon this conſideration, were the Diſſenting 
Whigs as effectually join'd in Power with the Con- 
forming Whigs, as they are in Intereſt, there's no 
teaſon to doubt but the turbulent Faction 1 
| F don 
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ſoon receive ſuch a deadly Blow by that Conjundti- 


on, as might for ever incapacitate them ſor moleſt- 


ing the Government. 3 

Now the Rebellion is over, the next Tory Game 
will be play d at the Elections, eſpecially in Corpo- 
rations, here they are generally (ſince the Exclu- 
ſion of the Piſſenters) an Over-match for the Loyal 
Party; an Inconveniency nor to be redteſs'd, till 
Proteſtant Diſſenters are reſtor d to thoſe Rights 


they are depriv'd of by the Teſt, and Occaſional 


The Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a Reſtitution will ap- 


pear, if we conſider of how little Advantage theſe 


Acts have been, either to the Political or Eccleſia- 
ſtical Intereſt. PR | | | 

As to the Teſt (or receiving the Sacrament for a 
Place) it's no wonder it has been no more ſervice- 
able to the polirick Body, when contrary to the ori- 


ginal Inſtitution of ir, which was for Spiritual Ends, 


it has been proſtituted to political ones. 

The Pretence, that none but thorough pac'd 
Churchmen could be a Security to the State, has 
been often diſproved in Fact. 5 | 

In that very Reign wherein the Teſt Act was 
made, the State (whoſe Security was propoſed by 
it) was viſibly endanger'd, eſpecially towards the 
latter End of it, when the Duke. of 7k found Men 


enough ro carry on his deſtructive Deſigns, who yer 


comply d with the Sacramental Teſt, without any 


Scruple : And after he was King, ſeveral. who qua- 
| lify'd themſelves according to this Law, concur'd 


with him in the ſame Deſigns. It's likewiſe evident 
in the ſubſequent Reigns, that this Teſt has not been 


effectual ro keep Traytors and Rebels our of the 
Adminiſtration.”  - | | 


On the other hand, it's as notorious,” that thoſe 


Diſſenters who could not Teſt it, were always a- 


mongſt the moſt vigorous in their Defence of the 


Conſtitution, when in Danger from others, whom 
neither Teſts nor Places could bind to the true In- 
tereſt of their Country. | Net- 
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Neither has the Teſt proved any effectual Secu- 
riry ro the Church in her Conſtitution, which as I 
apprehend, was the main Deſign of it. e. g. 

The late Convocational-Hears between the Upper 
and Lower Houſe, when the Presbyters aſſumed ro 
themſelves a Power independent on the Biſhops, 
contrary to the Conſtitution of the Church, is one 


ſufficient Evidence, that the Teſt can't ſecure her 
from Innovations. 


The Diſagreement alſo between High Church and 


: Low Church, who murually charge each other with 
7 Intencions of ſubverting the Eccleſiaſtical Eftabliſh- 


ment, is a good Proof, that notwithſtanding the 

* Teſt, the Church is believed ro be in Danger from 

her own conforming Members, even more than 
from the Diſſenters. 


The Advances ſome of the Highflying Clergy (ſuch 


| as Hicks, Higgins, Bret, &c.) have made towards 


Rome, are Evidences of the ſame Nature. 

Add to theſe the great Swarm of Proteſtant Re- 
bels, who notwithſtanding their outward Confor- 
muy to the Church, and Complyance with the Sa- 
cramental Teft, have been for introducing a Popiſh 
Power into Church and State; witneſs the late 
High-Church Confeſſors and Martyrs; and it will 
abundantly appear, how ſmall a Security the Teſt 
has been to the Eccleſiaſtical Stare. | 

Before I diſmiſs this Subject, I can't bur obſerve 


how unproportionable the Inconveniences the Diſ- 


ſenrers labour under, are to the ſmall Difference 
there is between them and the Church in the Pun- 
Qilio of a Geſture ar the Sacrament. | 

Why then (you'll ſay) don't the Diſſenters com- 
ply with it? 

I anſwer in the general, however ſmall it be, the 
Poſture is made as neceſſary to Salvation, as that 
Sacrament it ſelf; ſince by the Canon it muſt not 
be otherwiſe received. And the impoſing of this 
little Circumſtance as a religious Act on ſcrupulous 

onſciences, they think 3 juſtifiable, much 
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vil Rights for fo ſmall a Difference. 


More particularly, fome of the Diſſenters ſcruple 


leſs that rhe Conſcientious ſhould ſuffer in their Ci- z 


to take the Sacrament kneeling, becauſe our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles took it in the Table-Poſture, which 
was Recumbency in the Eaſtern Countries, but fitting - 
in ours; and that the Tranſlation allowed by the 
Church, expreſſes that Poſture, wherein our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles took the Sacrament, by the very 
Term ſitting. Mat. 26. 2026. Mark 14. 18---22. | 


Luke 22. 14, 19. In which places it's ſaid, he ſat | 
down with b : 


BRAY 5% — 


ample, that ye ſhould follow his Steps. 
The Scripture no where directs or counſels to |: 
take the Sacrament kneeling. If ſuch a Poſture 


had been neceſſary, or more decent and devout}: 
than fitting or leaning, the Apoſtles would certainly} 


have uſed it, eſpecially when our Saviour was then 


preſent; and it can't be ſuppoſed, that Ordinance, 1 


tho taken fitting, was ever after adminiſter d with. 
greater Solemnity and Reverence. | ; 

The Diſſenters think they ought nor to be charged 
with Rudeneſs for receiving the Lord's Supper in 
the ſame Poſture as they uſually eat and drink, 
ſince Chriſt and his Apoſtles did ſo; neither are 
they ſatisfy d, that human Power can impoſe any, 
other Poſture as neceſſary. ; 


The Diſſenters farther urge againſt this Poſturep 
of Kneeling, that it's a novel Invention, introduc'dF 
by Pope Honorius the Third, A. D. 1214. in fa. 
vour of that idolatrous Doctrine of Tranſubſl antia 
tion, Which was foiſted into rhe Church by hi; 
Predeceſſor Pope Imocent the Third; but I War 
this as a Controverſy, and therefore proceed. | 

If then, after all, the Sacrament;muſt be made 
Step ro Preferment, I ſee no Reaſon why the rakin; 
it in one Congregation of Proteſtantꝭ may not be 

effectual as in another. 


Ba 


is Diſciples, when they received the 
the Lord's Supper. 1 Pet. 2. 21. Leaving us an Ex- 


I 
Ci. 


and if ſo, I 
ters can furniſh out as many gracious Magiſtrates as 
„their Neighbours. 


'} Eſſay on the Power of the Magiſtrate, p 
* 3} Treatiſe worth any Body's peruſing. 
Ay 


(20) 


But if the Deſign of this Impoſition be, that Pla- 
| f ces be fill'd wich none but Holy and Religious Men, 

and ſuch only as are qualify d for that ſacred Ordi- 
2 nance, then we are een relapſed to that old explo- 
ded . of Dominion being founded in Grace, 


queſtion not but the Proteſtant Diſſen- 


deſire Leave to add a Quotation out of the 
168, 169. a 


I muſt beg leave to add (ſays he) a Word in 


; « Behalf of all the Diſſenters in general, that hold 
2 © no Opinions deſtructive to the Government, diſ- 
7 © own all foreign Power, acknowledge the King to 


is 
” 
* 4 
. 
Wk 


Lay 


be Righrful and Lawful, and contribute equally 


1 to the Support of the Government, that they may 
b be capable to enjoy all Places of Truſt and Profit. 


For how is it conſiſtent with that Juſtice and 


| © Imparrialiry the Government ought to have for all 
„its Subjects, to deprive any of them of the Privi- 
| © Jeges of their Country, to which they are born, 

| © (and for the Diſcharge of which they have no 
: | © ways incapacitated themſelves) for go other Rea- 
' © ſon, bur becauſe their Conſciences will not per- 
mit them to receive the Sacrament after the Man- 
„ ner of the Eſtabliſh d Church; which is a Matter 
' © wholly foreign to Civil Power, and a Diſpute a- 
bout a Thing in it ſelf indifferent. 


And ſince the Parliament has made them legal 


= Churches in other Reſpects, why ſhou'd nor the 


receiving the Sacrament in their own Meetings 


« qualify them as well as at any others? The de- 


nying it them can only hinder the truly Conſcien- 


F © rious (of which there never was a Nation that had 


« more need) from ſupplying Places of Truft. 

And as this (with humble Submiſſion) is a very 
great Hardſhip on them, ſo it is as great a Preju- 
« dice to the Publick; not only as it tends to diſ- 


courage the Loyalty and Affection of thoſe that 
E 2 


have 
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© 
* 


on them; but as it deprives the Government 


Hearts and Hands of all its Subjects) of the Ser- 
vice of no ſmall Number of the moſt uſeful, who, 


ment. „ 

fHad they ſworn to bear true Allegiance to the 
King, and yet looked on him as a Uſurper, or 
* (which is all one) a King de facto, and had made uſe 
« of ſuch fooliſhEquivocations, Diſtinctions, Reſerva- 
tions (as would even ſhame a Jeſuit) to evade the 
« Force of their Oaths, and under-hand act againſt 
« the Government, there might be ſome Pretence 
« toexclude em from rheſe Advantages ; bur other- 
# wile there can be no Reaſon for ir, and thoſe that 


« berty that is given them. 


- © bar or exclude them. 


glorious Memory, in his firſt Parliament, ſignifying 


we porting, 


the Lord's Supper, either according co the 
Uſage of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, or in any 
other Proteſtant Congregation, ---<- 


“ (which at this Time eſpecially has need of the 


« in ſpight of all the Diſadvantages they lye un- 
der, are moſt hearty and zealous for the Govern- | 


The 


have ſuch Marks of Suſpicion and Diſgrace fixed 


r 


8 


« will be diſobliged by the Granting of it, are as 
“much ſo already, as they well can be, by the Li- 


s In ſhort, no Goverment can be well ſerved, that 
„ makes any Thing a Condition of obtaining an Ad- 
« vantage, but what evidently contributes ro its | 
« Eftabliſhment; or any Thing a Means of Exclu- | 
' + fion, but what trends to its Ruin: And as Capa- 
city and Fidelity ſhou'd be rhe only juſt Titles ro | 
« advance Men, ſo Incapacity and Infidelity to de- 


I ſhall only add farther, that the late K. Viliam, of | 


his Defire that they would contrive Means for the | 
Admiſſion of all Proteſtants that were willing to] 
ſerve him; twas propos d to bring in a Clauſe, im- 


Thar any Man ſhou'd be ſufficiently qualify'd | 
for an Office, who receiv'd the Sacrament of | 


F rh, nenn, * Be >, tg 20 th de ©; Senſe 2 * e © » Wh 2 
TTT 


= 
=) 
25: 


(37) 

The Queſtion paſſing in the Negative, ſeveral No- 
ble Peers, poſſeſs d with a juſt Zeal for the Natural 
Liberties of Mankind, enter'd their Diſſent, and 
offer d the following Reaſons for the Clauſe of Ad- 
miſſion. | 

1. Becauſe ir gives great Part of the Proreftaar 
Freemen of England Reaſon to complain of Inequa- 
liry and hard Uſage, when they are excluded from 
publick Employments by Law. And alſo, becauſe ir 
deprives the King and Kingdom of divers Men fit 
and capable ro ſerve the Publick in ſeveral Stations, 
and thar for a meer Scruple of Conſcience, which 
can render em by no means ſuſpected, much leſs 
diſaffected ro the Government. | 

2. Becauſe his Majeſty, as the common and in- 
dulgent Father of his People, having expreſt an ear- 
neſt Deſire of Liberty for render Conſciences to his 
Proteſtant Subjects, and my Lords the Biſhops ha- 
ving, divers of em on ſeveral Occaſions, profeſt 
an Inclination to, and own'd the Reaſonableneſs of 
ſuch a Chriſtian Temper ; we apprehend ir will raiſe 
Suſpicions in ſome Men's Minds of ſomerhing elſe 
than the Care of Religion and the Publick, and 
different from a Deſign ro heal our Breaches, 
when they find, by confining ſecular Employments 
ro Eccleſiaſtical Conformity, thoſe are that ſhur out 
from Civil Affairs, whoſe Doctrine and Worſhip 
may be tolerated by Authority of Parliament (there 
being a Bill before us by order of the Houſe for that 
Purpoſe) eſpecially when without this excluſive Ri- 
gor, the Church is ſecur'd in all her Privileges and 
Preferments, no Body being hereby ler into 'em, 
who is not ſtrictly Conformable. 

3. Becauſe to ſet Marks of Diſtinction and Hu- 
miliation on any Sort of Men, who have not ren- 


der d themſelves juſtly ſuſpected to the Government, 


as it is at all Times to be avoided by the Makers of 
juſt and equitable Laws, ſo it may be particularly 
of ill Effects to the Reformed Intereſt at home and 
abroad in this preſent Conjuncture; which ſtands 

| in 


(36) | 
in need of the united Hands and Hearts of all Pro- 
reftanrs, againſt the open Auempts and ſecret En- 
deavours of a reſtleſs Party. 

. Becauſe it turns the Edge of a Law (we know 
not by what Fate) upon Proteſtants and Friends to 
the Government, which was intended againſt Pa- 
pits, to exclude them from Places of Truſt, as Men 
avowedly dangerous to our Government and Religi- 
on. Aud thus the taking the Sacrament, which was 
enjoyn d only as a Means to diſcover Papiſts, is now 


made a diſtinguiſhing Duty among Proteſtants, to 


weaken the Whole, by caſting off a art of em. 
5. Becauſe Myſteries of Religion and divine 
| Worſhip are of divine Original, and of a Nature 

ſo wholly diſtinct from the Secular Affairs of Poli- 
tical Society, that they cannot be apply d to thoſe 
Ends; and therefore the Church by the Law of the 
Goſpel, as well as common Prudence, ought to take 
Care neither to offend tender Conſciences within 
ar ſelf, nor give Offence to thoſe without, by mix- 
ing cheir ſacred Myſteries with ſecular Iutereſts. 

6. Becauſe we cannot fee how it can conſiſt with 
the Law of Gad, common Equiry, or the Rights of 
any free-born Subject, that any one be puniſh'd 
wirhour a Crime. {f it be a Crime nor to rake the 
Sacrament according to the Uſage of the Church of 
England, every one ought xo be puniſhd for it, 
which no Body affirms. If it be no Crime, thoſe 
who are capable and thought fit for Employ ments by 
the King, ought not to be puniſh'd with a Law of 
Excluſion for not doing that, which ir is no Crime to 
forbear. 

If it be urged (till as an effectual Teſt to diſ- 
cover and keep out Papiſts, the taking of the 
Sacrament in theſe Proteftant Congregations 
where they are Members, and are known, 
will be ar leaſt as effectual. 

For theſe Reafons thoſe noble Peers enter'd their 
Proteſtation againſt, and their Diſſent to the ſaid 
High-Church Negative Vote; a Vote that 1 
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have awaked'd the Reſentments of any Party, but 
the Diffenters ; whoſe former peaceable Behaviour 
under repeated Oppreſſions, and their preſent firm 
Loyalty, as well as their late active Appearance for 
the Government (during the Rebellion of Papiſts, 
and ſome Members of the Eſtabliſnment) entitle em 
at leaſt to the common Favours of the Govern- 
ment. „ | 
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